
September 1, 2011

Dear IFMA Members, 

As the newly elected President of the St. Louis Chapter, I would like to take this opportunity to thank the members for allowing me to serve in this role.  It is quite an honor to follow so many great leaders of our local chapter. I would like to introduce the other members of the Executive Board for the 2011-2012 year:  Jim Stueber - Vice President; Frank Merrins - Treasurer; and Sharon Tharpe - Secretary.  Please welcome them in their new roles the next time you see them at a Chapter event. 

I would also like to thank Vicki Woodside, our Immediate President, for her dynamic leadership this past year.  Vicki led many initiatives that are critical for the long term growth and success of the chapter for years to come.  I must also acknowledge all of the hard work of the Committee Chairpersons and their member volunteers this year.  Lastly, a big thank you goes out to our Chapter Administrator, Karen Shymanski.  The Board sincerely appreciates the time and dedication all of you have put forth this past year.       

We are very excited about the upcoming year for our Chapter as we move forward with new ideas and opportunities that have been brought our way through you - our membership.  One of the most notably, is the completion of our Strategic Plan with Barbara J. Zlatnik, Director of Member Resources from IFMA Headquarters.  The St. Louis Chapter now has a plan in place with clear and measurable goals for our chapter to lead over the next few years.  This information will be presented at our next monthly meeting on September 29th. At this time, the Committee Chairs will also be presenting their goals for the upcoming year.  This will be a great opportunity for our members to see the inner workings of the organization and identify opportunities for you to align your interests with one of these committees.  

I personally would like to invite each one of you to contact me directly with any questions or concerns you would like to discuss regarding our chapter and its future.  You can also access the latest information on our chapter by visiting our new web-site at www.ifmastl.org.   

In closing, I would again like to thank you for the confidence you have shown in electing the new Executive Board to work for you.  We all look forward to seeing you at future chapter events!

Respectfully,

Julie Keil

President, St. Louis Chapter of IFMA

